
On Sunday we commence the letter of Ephesians by looking at the first half of chapter 1 together. 

Under lockdown, seasons have seemed to merge as every day feels the same. However, with schools 

and colleges starting back it really does feel that we are all beginning a new 'term' together. Let's pray 

for inspiration and encouragement from God's Word as we enter this new season. 

 

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 

every spiritual blessing in Christ." (Ephesians 1: 3) 

 

Please for the ministry this Sunday. As we open God's Word may the Holy Spirit open our hearts 

and minds to realise how spiritually rich we are (already) in Christ. Pray that we may really live as 

we are - spiritual millionaires!?  

 

Yours in Christ, John. 

pastor@rlbc.org.uk/ 0208 868 6772 

  

'Spiritual Millionaires' 

Ephesians 1 v 1 - 14 

 

Online this week: 

Next week FB live will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 12pm as usual. 

11am Sunday live on Facebook and RLBC Website 

The 11am service is replayed on Facebook at 6.30pm on Sunday. This can be accessed even if you 

don't have a Facebook account by going to https://www.facebook.com/raynerslanebaptistchurch. It will 

encourage you to open a Facebook account but you can still enter by clicking 'Not now.' 

  

Please pray for -  

• Hilary Williams and the family. Her mother, Winnie, died on Saturday, 15th August and the 

funeral will take place on Wednesday, 9th September. Family only due to covid restrictions. 

• Linette Dyer and the family at this time of sudden loss. The funeral for Janet, Lnette's 

daughter, will be held at Emmanuel Church, Northwood at 11am on Tuesday, 8th September. 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the funeral will be by invitation only. Please pray 

for Linette and the family. 

• Peter Smuts (John's Dad) who is on a ventilator in hospital with double pneumonia. 

• Chris Coote who was a member at RLBC along with his wife and family before moving to 

Chichester Baptist Church. Chris has had radiotherapy for the tumour in his throat, and also in 

his thigh, which has been reasonably successful in controlling the bleeding and the pain. 

However, the cancer has now progressed to the stage where further treatment would not result 

in improved quality of life, and on Monday he was transferred to local hospice, St. Wilfred's, for 

palliative care. Chris is very grateful for all the messages, cards and gifts which have been sent, 

and would like to thank you all for your kindness - also those who have been praying faithfully 

for him. Please do not try and make direct contact with him - he is not well enough to talk 

on the phone.  

  

Home Group Launch - Ephesians (Tuesday, Sept. 8th on Zoom) 

This term we will be studying the letter to the Ephesians on Sundays and also in our Home Groups. As 

usual the HG series will begin with a launch where we overview the letter and equip you to study it. 

These sessions are a great introduction to help you get the most out of Sundays and from your Home 

Group studies. The launch will happen on Zoom at 8pm, Tuesday, September 8th.  
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Church Members Meeting - Sunday, September 13th, 3pm on Zoom 

Now that the church is beginning to open up again there are three things that the LT would like to 

hear from the members about: 

1. Sunday services in church. 

2. Staffing needs - the recruitment for an Associate Pastor is currently on hold … do we want to 

press ahead or change direction? 

3. Manse extension - it is possible that further decisions may be needed as a result of the tender 

process which has just started. (This may not need to come to the meeting, but we are giving 

notice in case it does. Since extra notice needs to be given for a Special Church Meeting, we are 

covering all bases by giving notice a month in advance… even if it may not be necessary!?) 

We are hoping to send out the agenda and papers on Tuesday, 8th Sept. to give plenty of notice so 

that you can start to think and pray about these matters. We learnt last time that holding a meeting on 

Zoom means that questions and comments need to come in advance, as much as possible. Therefore 

there is no need to wait until September, please feel free to send in comments and questions any time 

- either to John (pastor@rlbc.org.uk), Jermaine (secretaryrlbc@gmail.com), Karen 

(children@rlbc.org.uk) the Church Office (churchoffice@rlbc.org.uk) or to any of the Deacons.   

The LT will meet on Mon. Sept. 14th to discuss your feedback and so there will be no formal proposals 

from the LT at the CMM, rather we want to listen to your feedback first 

  

Re-opening the Church Building 

Now that the Deacons have agreed a formal Risk Assessment it is now possible to begin, gradually, 

using our buildings again. However, it is essential that any leader of an organisation gets their own 

compliance document signed off by the deacons before contacting the Office to book rooms. Please 

contact the Church Office (churchoffice@rlbc.org.uk) if you would like a copy of the RLBC Risk 

Assessment. We will need a lot of patience and flexibility when we start using rooms at church again. 

All bookings will need to be temporary (probably reviewed every two months) in order to allow for 

changes to the government's guidelines and also to enable church organisations starting up again at 

different times - e.g. we don't want a ministry that works with those at risk to discover that all the 

rooms are already booked when they eventually start up again. 

  

Re-starting Sunday Services 

We have started having Sunday services in the building. However, initially, the services will be by 

invitation only (seating capacity is currently only 30) and therefore, please do not turn up if you have 

not received an invitation. Please be patient as we try to work out how to maximise the use of our 

buildings while doing it safely. We will be reviewing Sunday services on Monday and so watch this 

space for changes. 

  

Church Office Hours 

Monday & Tuesday 9am-1pm and Thursday & Friday 9am-3pm.  

If you need any help, please call the office during those hours on 0208 868 6772. 

COVID-19 Support & Information: www.rlbc.org.uk/coronavirus 
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