
Re-opening the Church 
 
1. Re-opening the building 
 
Since the government has given permission for churches to re-open the Deacons have been 
discussing how to do this safely. A Risk Assessment has now been agreed and therefore the 
church will now, gradually, be opened up for ministry use.  
 
The main thing to stress is that nothing can restart until we are confident that it can be done 
safely. Therefore we ask all the leaders of organisations that use the church to do the 
following: 

a) Read through the RLBC Risk Assessment carefully. (Contact the Office for a copy.) 
b) Produce your own risk assessment for the activity / activities you want to do.  
c) Send it the Deacons for them to sign it off and give you permission to re-start. 

 
Please bear in mind the following: 

• Room usage will be limited compared to the past. 

• It may well be necessary to meet fortnightly or monthly in order to fit everyone in. 

• Groups will be limited to parts of the building. 

• We will need to get into the habit of cleaning up rooms after use. 
 
 
2. Re-starting Sunday Services 
 
From Sunday August 16th (11am) we will start to hold services in the church building. 
However, due to government guidelines, these services will be very limited at first: 
 

• There will only be room for 30 people for the service – allowing for social distancing. 

• Attendance will be by invitation only to begin with. 

• We will give priority to those who are unable to watch the service online (if they want 
to come.) 

• After a few weeks it will be ‘first come, first served.’ (More details to follow.) 

• For the first four weeks the services will consist only of watching the online service 
projected on to the screen. 

• Everyone will need to wear a mask inside the church – ideally please bring your own 
mask but there will be some provided for those who forget. 

• We will not be able to sing or talk to people (outside of those in your ‘bubble’) before 
or after the service. 

• Please arrive at 10.50am in order to be seated by the time the online starts at 11am. 

• There will be a one-way system in place … entering through the foyer and exiting 
through the emergency doors by the pulpit.  

• We realise that some will be disappointed when they are not invited to be part of the 
30. Please bear in mind that those at home watching it online will probably have a 
better experience!? 

• After 4 weeks we will review the services looking at ways to include more people.    


